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Dear Parents, Staff and Children, 

Remote and Flexible Learning 

As we move into Week 6 we begin to prepare for a phased transition back to school with 

our P – 2 cohort commencing on Tuesday 26th May and the remainder of the school 

returning on Tuesday 9th June . We remind families that Monday 25th May is a pupil free 

day to support schools to prepare for the transition.  

For those students who cannot be supervised at home and vulnerable children, the 

existing model of on-site schooling will remain in place during the two-week period from 

Tuesday 26th May to Tuesday 9th June. The current process that we are using to enable 

parents and carers to indicate the days or part-days for which on-site schooling is 

required will continue for this two-week period. 

All other students in these grades and year levels will continue learning from home until 

Tuesday 9th June.  

Once a year level has returned, all students in that year level will be expected to attend 

school as normal. This means if  you choose to keep your child/children home after their 

year level has returned to on-site schooling, we can no longer support their learning from 

home.  

This does not apply to children who need to be absent for health or medical reasons. For 

those families, please contact us so we can make an appropriate plan.  

This same approach is being taken by all government schools in Victoria. 

To support the health and wellbeing of all our students and staff, our school will continue 

an enhanced cleaning routine and will encourage frequent hand washing and sanitising.  

We again take this opportunity to thank our school community for their continued 

support, endeavour and commitment to our school’s successful transition to remote and 

flexible learning. Although we couldn’t replicate a real classroom due to limited access to 

everyday resources and less opportunities for explicit instruction, our staff have worked 

incredibly hard to ensure that students continue to experience a diversity of learning 

experiences to engage and challenge them across all areas of the curriculum. The overall 

level of engagement by students working from home has been very positive. I also 

commend those students who are at school, who cannot learn from home. Their 

resilience, flexibility and adaptation to this new and different learning environment has 

been outstanding. 

We thank our parent community for their amazing efforts and valued support in enabling 

us to implement remote and flexible learning from home. With a completely new forum 

for learning, there was invariably teething problems, but we have been able to work 

through these in a short space of time to ensure that all our students can have equitable 

access to the curriculum. 

We sincerely appreciate the positive feedback, expressions of gratitude and even yummy 

lunches and treats we have received from families, showing not only their support for our  
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We are looking 

forward to  

welcoming all 

our students 

back to the 

classroom!! 



school staff, but their appreciation also. Again, it is a testament to the extraordinary community spirit of our 

school as we continue to forge home / school partnerships in new and different ways. 

Prep Tours 

The Sunbury Schools Network has postponed all scheduled 2021 Prep information sessions and tours until Term 

3 and has sent out a common communication regarding this. 

We will notify the school community and publish new dates as soon as we are able to. 

However, our 2021 enrolment packs are available at the office and we are taking phone enquiries. 

 

Mother’s Day Stall 

As always, our fabulous FOSW team rose to the occasion to roll out a very special Mother’s Day gift  this year as 

we work through these challenging times of isolation and detachment from the communities that are dear to 

us. This year, children had the opportunity to purchase a Mystery Bag, filled with goodies to spoil our special 

mums, grandmas and carers. With a couple of options to choose from, each bag contained a selection of either 

pretty, soft, fragrant or novel items. Special thanks to Kristy, Claire and Jasmin who gave their time as always 

to put these wonderful gifts together so that our children and mums would not miss out on this favourite 

Sunbury West event. Thank you also to Pina, Jane and Allison for coordinating the safe, staggered, and socially 

distanced pick up times. Whilst this is predominantly about tradition and a special Mother’s Day gesture, our 

stall also forms part of our fundraising for the year so that we can achieve our goals for the school, such as the 

recent painting works. Therefore, we extend a huge thank you to all the families who have supported our 

Mother’s Day Stall in 2020, as many of our other fundraising activities have been compromised. 

Sunbury West 50th Year Celebrations 

In 2021 Sunbury West celebrates its 50th birthday. Although this seems like a while away, we are already in the 

initial planning stages for this. We would like to establish a coordinating committee and are calling upon 

parents, carers and staff to take charge of the preparations for this special event. If you would like to be part of 

this historic occasion, please contact the office as soon as possible so that we can get the ball rolling.  

Inga Wilson 

Principal 

School Council President’s Report 

Hi to everyone in the SWPS community, 

Well Term 2 has certainly been a challenge for us all but despite this it has been fantastic to see the quick 

transition made by school staff over to online teaching and learning. In addition thanks to all of the parents 

who have had to move over to juggling both working from and supporting their children’s learning at home. 

I would like to thank all the school staff for their fantastic and ongoing efforts in supporting students and their 

families during this challenging time. I would also like to highlight the work being done by our FOSW parent 

fundraising team who have continued to work behind the scenes so events like our annual Mother’s Day stall 

were still able to occur, albeit in a different format. 

I hope everyone is well and stays safe during this extraordinary time, when things are back to a new normal its 

communities like what we have at SWPS that will help us and especially our children settle back into face to 

face teaching and everyday school life.  

Best wishes, 

James King 

SWPS School Council President 



eNews 

We are very excited to announce that behind the 

scenes we have been working on a very special news-

letter  

update. This will be the last “Publisher” newsletter 

that you have been reading for many, many years. 

We are stepping to a new platform called eNews 

which is  

published through our website. It will look more like 

a website and be much more user friendly to read on 

your handheld devices. The best way to receive our  

newsletter is to subscribe on the website where it 

will then be delivered straight to your email inbox 

when it is published. However, you will still be able to 

be notified through Compass. Here’s a sneak peak…. 

Canteen 

As we transition back to face to face learning our  

Canteen will only be open on for lunch orders be-

tween 27th May - 5th June. 

Both lunch orders and counter sales will be available 

from Wednesday 10th June. 

Allison will be ready and waiting to serve up some  

yummy treats. 

 



Prep - 50 Days of School 

Congratulations to the Preps for completing 50 days of school! We are halfway to 100. It has been an 

interesting way to get to 50, Mrs Attard and Miss Skinner are excited to see everyone again to celebrate 50 

days together! 



P – 2 Area 

Here are some photos of some of the children and their work that they are proud of for the newsletter. 

They got to choose. 

Amelia made a tree with 19 leaves for the number 19. 

Ollie made ANZAC biscuits for ANZAC day. 

Gemma found words for the e sound as in empty eggs. 

 

 

 



P – 2 Area 

We have been learning about spiders in the P-2 area. We are learning what they look like, what they eat and 

importantly, how they catch their prey! We found out spiders make silk from their bodies and spin webs. The 

webs are sticky and catch insects that cross its path.   

 



Hi from the Grade 1/2s! 

We have all been working hard while we have been at home. Our Inquiry topic is Minibeasts and we have been 

learning about lots of different minibeasts. We have written information reports, done experiments and made 

crafty things.  

As you can see, this week we have been learning about ants!    Here are some of them.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Hi from the Grade 1/2s! 

Here are some of our information reports. We have written lots of facts. 

 

 

 

By Chloe 

By Annabelle 

By Stella 

By Nathan 



Prep – 2  Remote Visual Arts 

This term for Visual Arts we have been looking at rubbings. 

It has been wonderful to see all the creative students in our school produce some fantastic rubbings to show 

texture. 

  

Artwork by Dean 

Artwork by Stella 

Artwork by Beatrix 

Artwork by Johann 

Artwork by Macey 



Year 3/4 Australian Explorers 
3/4 students have been learning about the early exploration of  

Australia during their Remote Learning. They took a virtual tour of 
“The Endeavour” to discover more about the journey of Captain Cook 

and ship life at this time – they also had a go at making a model of 
the Endeavour!  

Look at this fantastic work! 



 



Visual Arts - Grade 3/4 

We are beginning a drawing unit this term. We are doing this by learning about the different Art Elements art-

ists use to create their pieces. The elements we are going to investigate are line, texture, colour, shape and 

shading. This week we started exploring some links to our inquiry topic and listened to a story called ‘The Bun-

yip of Berkeley’s Creek’. We also watch an ‘Aussie Bush Tales’ video where an Indigenous family shared their 

experiences and stories about the Bunyip. We talked about Bunyips representing everything that was unknown 

and bizarre to English Migrants and explorers when they arrived in Australia in the 1700’s! The best part of the 

lesson was having a go at drawing what we imagined the Bunyip to look like! As you can see, the results were 

fantastic! I loved looking through all the drawings the children submitted into their Google Classroom! 

Happy drawing,  

Miss Barnes 



Visual Arts - Grade 5/6 

We have begun a drawing unit this term. We are doing this by learning about the different Art Elements artists 

use to create their pieces. The elements we are going to investigate are line, texture, colour, shape, shading, 

perspective and space. We started with line. We investigated the use of line in different artwork such as illusion, 

implied line and line focus. The students practiced drawing and labelling different lines they could use and then 

completed a ‘moving lines’ activity. The results were fantastic! We hope you can still enjoy our artwork even 

though you can’t see it on display at school.  

Happy drawing,  

Miss Barnes 



Japanese 

The Prep to Year 2's have been practising their Kanji numbers. They have been creatively making the Kanji num-

bers using objects around the house, having fun singing the songs and also having a go at writing the Kanji 

numbers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The year 3-6's have been working on their self introductions (Jikoshoukai). They have been practising saying 

their name and age. Some students have even challenged themselves to include extra sentences such as: what 

they like and how many people they have in their family. The self introductions start with 'hajimemashite' 

which means pleased to meet you and end with 'dozo yoroshiku' which means please treat me well. The 3-6's 

have either recorded themselves or used an avatar app such as Chatterpix Kids to upload their work to Google 

classroom. 

The self introductions that have been uploaded so far have been amazing! Well done to those students that 

have worked hard practising their self introductions. 


