
 

No  4 20 April 2020 

Dear Parents, Staff and Children, 

Flexible and Remote Learning 

Welcome back to what has been a particularly unusual start to Term 2. At the end of Term 1, the holidays were 

brought forward, giving teachers just a few days to plan for a curriculum to be delivered via a remote and flexible 

learning model at the commencement of Term 2. Coupled with the fact that teaching staff were also required to 

work remotely, this was indeed a steep and challenging learning curve for all. 

I must congratulate the staff for their extraordinary efforts in planning for this, both prior to and during the holidays 

and whilst we continue to consolidate and refine an evolving process, we have generally had a positive start. Thank 

you to the many parents who have offered positive feedback and expressions of gratitude during this initial phase. 

At school, we are working with a skeleton staff to support a small cohort of children in the classroom who are 

eligible to attend as they have no supervision at home and staff are working on a rotational basis. Given the changes 

to the school environment, the children are working extremely well and are to be commended for their ability to 

readily adapt. 

The office only has one member of the admin team working and we ask that parents restrict phone calls to between 

8.45am and 3.45pm. 

We appreciate the complexities for parents and continue to reiterate that there is scope for flexibility. Attendance 

continues to be paramount however and teachers will be checking on student engagement in the planned learning 

activities. We continue to reinforce the Department and State Government message that if you can stay at home, 

you must stay at home and this will continue to be monitored. 

There are many opportunities for students to engage with their peers and their teachers via Zoom meetings and 

Google Classroom and we encourage students to take up these opportunities as much as possible.  

Students can ask questions via Google Classroom and there is scope for email contact via this platform. We request 

that parents refrain from contacting teachers via their edumail accounts as their focus is on classroom learning.  We 

also remind parents that when interacting with teachers, it is important that they remain respectful and courteous. 

Any inappropriate or aggressive comments on the students’ communication stream will not be tolerated and will be 

removed. We thank the majority of parents for their positive communication and patience. 
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Attendance 

Student attendance is vital for learning and remains critical during the period of remote flexible learning due to 

coronavirus (COVID-19). Daily participation for remote learning  is still required. Rolls will be marked daily as usual, 

therefore when your child logs into the Google Classroom each day they will be asked a daily question or asked to 

say “hello”, which will then be recorded as your child being present in learning. 

The Department of Education still requires daily attendance to be monitored. 

If your child is unable to participate in online learning on a particular day please make sure you log the absence 

on Compass by 9.15am each morning as you would do on any normal school day. Schools are required to provide the 

Department with attendance absence data, daily. An automatic Compass notification will be sent out at 3pm daily to 

those who are marked as absent without explanation. You will then be required to log the absence on Compass as 

you normally would. 

Painting Works 

As many of you would have noticed, we have commenced some painting works for the exterior of the school during 

the holidays. At the end of last year, we applied for a grant via Hume City Council but unfortunately, we were 

unsuccessful. With limited Building Maintenance Funds, we have used our FOSW fundraising to complete some of 

the desired works. If not for the wonderful work of FOSW and our community support with respect to fundraising, 

none of these works would be possible. Thankyou Sunbury West families and friends. 

School Council 

On Wednesday evening we will be hosting our first remote School Council Meeting. We welcome newest members, 

Shane Mattox as part of our parent category and Eric Penny as the new Department of Education representative. 

Library 

Unfortunately due to only having skeleton staff at school we are unable to have the library running at this stage so 

therefore there will be no borrowing or returning of library books at this stage. However Hume Library have come 

up with a clever idea: 

Hume Libraries Express 

Let us bring the library to you! Hume Libraries have devised a contact-free way to get books and DVDs to our 

customers who are doing the right thing and staying at home. The Hume Libraries Express home delivery service will 

be launching on Tuesday 14 April and operates from the Broadmeadows, Craigieburn and Sunbury branches. Visit 

Hume Libraries Express for more information.  

Book Club 

Book Club will still be running in Term 2. 

However it will be a little different, being a virtual book club where you browse the catalogue online, order your 

books through LOOP as you usually would and the order will be delivered to your home address for a small postage 

fee of $5.99. Please make sure your address is correct! 

Issue 3 is out now - click here to browse the catalogue https://scholastic.com.au/book-club/virtual-catalogue-1/ 

Orders will close on Friday 8th May. Please allow up to two weeks for delivery and if you do not receive your order 

after that, you must contact Scholastic directly. 

Bulb Fundraiser 

Unfortunately we are unable to complete our Bulb Fundraiser that was organised at the end of Term 1. We will be in 

contact through email with those families who placed orders over the next week to organise a refund. We apologise 

for any inconvenience caused.  

Inga Wilson 

Principal 
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