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Dear Parents, Staff and Children, 
 
 

It’s Not O.K. to be away 
 

The Department of Early Education and Childhood Development (DEECD) “It’s not O.K. to be away”  initiative is aimed 
at raising awareness in schools and the community about the importance of regular school attendance. 
 
Research clearly shows a high link between absenteeism and poor school performance. Children who are regularly ab-
sent have a disproportionate level of educational and social disadvantage and often leave secondary school at the earli-
est possible opportunity. 
Every single day at school is extremely important, hence the motto: 

“It’s not O.K. to be away.” 
 

Grade Placements 2010 
Staff are beginning to work on grade placements for the 2010 school year in the coming weeks. If you have additional 
information regarding your child’s placement for next year please contact the school immediately. 
 
 
Problems?.....Contact Us 
We realise the importance of timely communication and encourage all parents to make formal interview times with teach-
ers at any stage during the year. Please  contact the office to do this, or arrange with teachers independently when deliv-
ering or collecting  children. Staff are generally in classrooms for the day between 8.45am and 9.00am and are happy to 
speak briefly with parents should the need arise. 
 
 
Enrolments/Non Returning 
Families who are still to enrol children for next year should do so as soon as possible to assist us with our future planning. 
Families who have children who won’t be returning next year for some reason, you can also assist us by sharing your 
plans with us as these develop. This information is very important to us at this time of the year. 
 
 
Inter-District Softball 
On Wednesday the Girls Softball Team travelled to Gardiner Oval, Gisborne to play New Gisborne. Over the course of 
the game the New Gisborne girls proved  too strong and came out winners, 12 home runs to 3. Our girls showed great 
determination against  very quick pitch and should be proud of their efforts . 
 
 
Stephen Taylor 
PRINCIPAL 



Whatôs the secret to talking with teenagers?   -    Michael Grose 
Start talking when they are children. 
Talking and listening to kids from a young age establishes the processes for both you and your child that 
are really useful when they become teenagers. 
Like everything else talking to kids can be done a) poorly, b) moderately or, c) really well. Talking devel-
ops your relationship with them, their relationships skills, their self-esteem and, if done really well, their 
own self-knowledge.  
If you talk really well to them they become encouraged to talk to you. Talking is a skill, like any other, that 
takes practice.   
Kids differ in their propensity to talk. Some are conversational clams who hold everything, including their 
feelings, close to your chest. Others just love to bend your ear in a one-on-one situation for a time. 
 Know your kids and choose your time to talk are key principles here. 
One feature of effective talking is the ability to ask questions. GOOD questions will open up communica-
tion. The right question at the right time can illicit a positive response that leaves both you and your child 
satisfied, and more importantly wanting to talk more. 
Here are five GOOD questions to ask your kids: 

1.        Ask specific, not general questions: Rather than asking a child, ñHow was school to-

day?ò (general question) which gives kids little choice try asking specific questions such as, ñWhat 
was something new you did today?ò or ñWhere are you at with that new art project you began last 
week?ò  Specific questions indicate real interest and in fact are, real questions.  

2.        Ask for a solution: If a child tells you to stop nagging about cleaning up their bedrooms ask 
them for their solution- e.g. ñOkay, so how would you go about keeping it clean?ò This opens the 
door for negotiation and places responsibility on children to be involved in the solution.  

3.        Ask specific questions to get information: If a child is upset by something that happened at , 
school or even the next room there are times when you just have to get more information. ñCan 
you tell me what happened?ò ñWhat was it that upset you?ò Sometimes being listened to is all kids 
need.  

4.        Consult with your child: Ask questions that tap into and broaden your childôs self-knowledge. 
ñWhen do you feel you can do your best homework?ò Kids know from the cradle what they need 
so letôs tap into that knowledge.  

5.        Ask what they would like to change: If a child complains about something specific, such as 
their siblingôs behaviour or school, ask them what they would like to change. ñIf you could change 
one thing about school what would it be?ò This can often open up a range of conversational op-
tions.  

There is no script or easy to remember set of rules to follow when talking with kids. 
However, these questions are easy-to-use tools that you can use when you and your child need to gain a 
better understanding of each other, or just an exploration of better behavioural options. 
  

COMMUNITY NOTICES 

2x Great Ways for Fun and Exercise 
 

5 Week Basketball SKILLS  

Program 

WHEN:  Weekdays  4.15pmð5.30pm or  

Saturdays 9.15amð10.00am 

WHERE:  The Leisure Centre Basketball  

ONLY   $25.00 
 

Game Time Basketball Program 

WHEN: Weekdays  5.00pmð5.45pm 

WHERE: The Leisure Centre 

ONLY   $35.00 

ENROL NOW!  Phone:  9379 5588 

Or 0420 764 457 

Phamplets Have Been Distributed with Newsletter. 

National Breast Cancer Breakfast 

On the Village Green  

Saturday 24th October  

9.00amð12.00pm 

Sunbury Youth Bus, Fire Engine, Raffle 

with Great Prizes.  

And all for a Great Cause. 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Hume City Council Performing Arts Program 

A dance Program offers a wide range of classes 

throughout Hume at a very low cost. 

Classes are available for boys, girls, men and 

women of all ages. 

For more information contact Leanne   

0417 114 132 



  

 TIMELINE TERM FOUR 
 

 

NOVEMBER 

2nd  Normal School Day 

3rd  Melbourne Cup Day 

6th-7th Combined Schools Music Festival 

9th - 13th Prep Swimming 

10th  2010 Prep - Parent Information Night 

19th  2010 Prep Orientation Session  

25th  2010 Prep Orientation Session 

25th   Prep Night Out Concert 

 
   

   DECEMBER 

1st   2010 Prep Orientation Session 

3rd  Bookpack Sales  2-7pm 

9th  Bookpack Sales  2-7pm 

18th  School Finishes 1.30pm 

 
 

   JANUARY 

27th  Book Packs Sales 10.00ð2.00pm 

  Teachers Return 
 

   FEBURARY 

1st  Yr 1ð6 Students Return 

2nd  2010 Preps Start 

 

October 10.00-12.00 12.00- 2.00 

Mon    26th       

Tues    27th J. Brownscombe  

Wed    28th  A. Williams 

Thurs   23rd C. Kaeser T. Vandenham 

Fri       24th F. Martin 

L. Paul 

J. Smith 

M. Murphy 

Price increase for Pirhanas  now 90cents. 
Macaroni Cheese and Potato Pies have been 
discontinued. 
Thank you to our volunteers for next week. 

EMA CHEQUES 

 2nd Instalment 
 

Cheques are now available for those who 

have not collected them at the office. 

Please supply written authorisation to 

allow a relative to collect the cheque on 

your behalf, or request the cheque to be 

posted. 

BOOKCLUB 
 

Bookclub Issue 6  has 

been distributed this 

week.  
 

BOOK CLUB  

CLOSES  

TOMORROW  

FRIDAY 23rd 

When returning your forms please put 

name and grade clearly on the form 

and envelope. No Late Orders can be 

taken 
 

Thanks | 

Sunbury West After School Care  

  

This term in Active After School Sports  

  

Tuesday  -  Golf       4:00 -5:00pm  

  

Wednesday -  Netball     4:00 -5:00pm  

  

This comes at no extra cost just normal af-

ter care fee's($14.00 before child care re-

bate)  

Hope to see you there.  

Thanks  

Nicole (co -ordinator)  



PREP DA Rhyce Barns For working hard and trying to do his best. 

PREP CD Tahlia McDorman For excellent reading. 

1MJ Nathan Williams For taking pride in his classroom work. 

1RS 

 

Will Collins 

James Hall 

For trying so hard with all activities during the week. 

1/2 WT Amy Langmaid For always doing her best. 

2LM Serena Mosticone For working hard and having a positive attitude towards learning. 

2JC Kristy Smith For trying very hard and being positive. 

3TA Mollie Gregory 

K. J. Milley 

Great efforts in Maths. 

Excellent story writing. 

3DE Shaun Freeman 

Matthew Glanville 

Great team work on their caravan project. 

3/4 NS Seth Warren 

Caleb Perceval 

For their excellent work in making and naming fractions. 

4PL Haydn Millardship 

Corey Barns 

For his mature leadership of his Lit Club group. 

For the responsible effort he puts into his work. 

4DT Ben Brownscombe 

Marni Kelly 

Being enthusiastic and helpful with the Budd-e program. 

Trying her best with her reading novel. 

5RN Jackson Barry 

Nicholas Eggleston 

For being enthusiastic class members. 

5LA Macaley Askew 

Kyle McEwan 

Liam Elliott 

For your excellent attitude to your learning and for your co-

operative team work. 

5DB Whole Grade Fantastic participation in our ñLiving and Growingò unit. 

6SM Molly Hiles Brilliant effort with higher order thinking in her reading. 

6BP Stephen Treweek For his diligent approach to maintain and improve his learning. 

6WD Scott Nash 

Tori Baldwin 

For being thoughtful, caring students. 

MUSIC 5DB For excellent puppetry skills and entertainment. 

P.E. Zone Athletics team For great efforts last Wednesday. 

STUDENT OF THE WEEK   TERM 4 - 19th October 2009   

UNIFORM SHOP        

Open Tuesday  Afternoons   3.35pmð4.00pm 

 
 

2010 Preps -  Please feel free to come any Tuesday afternoon to try on sizes and place 

orders early. Orders placed by November 20th should arrive in time to be picked up in 

2009. Please note: Orders placed after the 20th November will probably arrive early 2010. 

Uniform shop will also be open Prep Orientation Days 

 

Thanks Marie 


