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ELIZABETH DRIVE

12th February, 2009 SUNBURY 3429 No. 2
PHONE 9740 8666
www.sunburywestps.vic.edu.au

Dear Parents, Staff and Children,

Support For Bushfire Victims:

Our School Casual Clothes day was a great success raising $1612.00. This will be immediately donated to the Red
Cross Appeal. There have been tens of thousands of offers of help in a range of forums and co-ordinating this to en-
sure the best result is going to be a difficult task. Consequently, schools have been asked to do 2 things initially. Do-
nate cash, via the Red Cross Appeal and refer other offers of help to the individual support agencies or register
through the Department of Education site. Parents who wish to register their assistance should go to:
www.education.vic.gov.au. There is also a Bushfire Accommodation hotline 1800 006 468 for people who want to
donate a spare room, house, holiday home or caravan, for temporary use of those left homeless by the fires.

I’d also like to thank children and parents who have contacted me with offers of help. The local support has been
wonderful and if harnessed effectively will be a valued asset.

Parent Teacher Interviews:

Parent/Teacher interviews at the commencement of each year are a great opportunity for you to meet classroom
teachers and provide valued insights into your child’s individual needs.

Please ensure you take this opportunity to tell classroom teachers about the things that makes your child special. So-
cial issues, learning needs, medical updates and information regarding visual and hearing impairments are all impor-
tant items for discussion.

At Sunbury West we strive to promote positive home/school partnerships and the interview process is part of our
school’s commitment to providing a supportive transition process for each child as they progress between year lev-
els.

School Council:

Our School Council is a vibrant group who discharge their duties professionally and always give due consideration
to issues confronting the school. It is responsible for the development and evaluation of school policy while the daily
practical organisation is the responsibility of the Principal in consultation with staff. School Council, via its working

sub committees are constantly reviewing, initiating and analysing a range of school related business. If parents have
any concerns or questions they need answered, please contact me personally or write to School Council for explana-
tions. We are always available to address parental concerns. Please consider your participation as a council member
or alternately a member of a sub committee.

School Council Elections:

Nomination forms are available from the school office and need to be returned by 4.00pm on Monday 23rd Febru-
ary.

Further details are listed below:

* Notice of election & call for nominations Monday 16th February 2009.

* Close of nomination 4.00pm Monday, 23rd February 2009.
* Display list of candidates, nominator & seconder Wednesday, 25th February 2009.

Should An Election Be Required:
* Prepare ballot papers and distribute on or before Monday, 2nd March. 2009.

* Close of ballot Tuesday, 10th March 2009.
* Count votes & declare ballot Tuesday 10th March 2009.
* New Council becomes operational from the day following the declaration of the poll.

* Council meeting to appoint community members as soon as possible after new council is operational, then elect office bearers
at meeting chaired by Principal.

* First normal meeting chaired by President follows as soon as convenient.

Stephen Taylor
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SCHOOL SAFETY

In light of the bushfires, it needs to be highlighted how safety at 1 Shade over E.‘H playground equipment.
Sunbury West Primary School is paramount at all times. \l Sun Hat Policy
The school has so many safety measures in place to try to ensure l Extreme heat/windy/ day policy.
the safety of your child and all members of the community at all il All rooms have individual heating / cooling to en-
times. Some of these measures are: sure the comfort of your child / children.
1 Emergency Management Plan 1 Video camera in first aid room to continually moni-
1 8 Level 2 Trained First Aiders. tor sick / injured children
1 Additional staff allocated to yard duty . 1 School participating in regular evacuation proce-
i All Playground equipment meeting Australian Stan- dures.
dards. 1 Parents contacted by phone if there is any head /
i Playground Equipment regularly checked. facial injury.

Article from Michael Grosse

The Queensland floods and the Victorian bushfires continue to wreak incredible havoc on so many people’s lives and
will no doubt leave an indelible imprint on our collective psyches. These two natural disasters will be brought into our
living rooms via the media over the coming days and weeks.

As adults we all want our children to live carefree lives and keep them from the pain and even horror of tragedies such as natural
disasters. In reality we can’t do this.

So what is a parent, teacher, or other caring adult to do when the natural disasters fills the airwaves and the consciousness of soci-
ety? Here are some ideas:

1. Reassure children that they are safe. The consistency of the images can be frightening for young children who don’t under-
stand the notion of distance and have difficulty distinguishing between reality and fiction. Let them know that while this event is
indeed happening it will not affect them directly.

2. Be available and 'askable'. Let kids know that it is okay to talk about the unpleasant events. Listen to what they think and
feel. By listening, you can find out if they have misunderstandings, and you can learn more about the support that they need. You
do not need to explain more than they are ready to hear, but be willing to answer their questions.

3. Help children process what they see and hear, particularly through television. Children are good observers but can be
poor interpreters of events that are out of their level of understanding. Sit with them. Ask them questions to ascertain their under-
standing.

4, Support chil dr en & Fheyomyhavegennirg cofcarns for th¢ shfferingsthat will occur and they may
need an outlet for those concerns. It is heart-warming to see this empathy in children for the concerns of others.

5. Let them explore feelings beyond fear. Many children may feel sad or even angry with these events so let them express the
full range of emotions. They may feel sadder for the loss of wildlife, than for loss of human life, which is impersonal for them.

6. Help children and young people find a legitimate course of action if they wish. Action is a great antidote to stress and
anxiety so finding simple ways to help, including donating some pocket money can assist kids to cope and teaches them to contrib-
ute.

7. Avoid keeping the television on all the time. The visual nature of the media means that images are repeated over and over,
which can be both distressing to some and desensitizing to others.

8. Be aware of your own actions. Children will take their cues from you and if they see you focusing on it in an unhealthy way
then they will focus on it too. Let them know that it is happening but it should not dominate their lives.

Take action yourself. Children who know their parents, teachers, or other significant caregivers are working to make a difference
feel hope. They feel safer and more positive about the future. So do something. It will make you feel more hopeful, too. And

hope is one of the most valuable gifts we can give children and ourselves. Children’s worlds can be affected in ways that we can’t
even conceive of so adults need to be both sensitive to children’s needs and mindful of what they say and how they act in front of
children. In difficult times, it is worth remembering what adults and children need most are each other. Michael Grose is one of
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TIMELINE TERM ONE

FEBRUARY MARCH

16th Yr 5/6 Parent Teacher Interviews 2nd Inter School Twilight Swimmng

17th Yr 3/4 Parent Teacher Interviews 10th Labour Day Public Holiday

18th Yr 1/2 Parent Teacher Interviews 11th Yr 3 Fun Afternoon - Swimming

18th All Grades/Specialist 12th School Photos

Parent Teacher Evening Session 13th School Fete - Keep this date free!
19th Preps Parent Teacher Interviews APRIL
26th Yr 4-6 House Swimming 3rd Term One Ends 2.30pm



http://www.mnwd-hosting.com/emanager/members/link.php?M=162692&N=8477&L=875&F=H

LUNCH BOX NEWS

Thank you to our volunteers for next week.
The roster is as follows:

Premiers Reading

===

[~i— Challenge

The Premier's Reading Chal-
lenge book list will be published in a lift out
with the Sunday Age on Sunday, 15 Febru-
ary 2009. In addition to this the lists are avail-
able online at http://

www.education.vic.gov.au/prc/books/
default.htm or on request as a computer file
from the library.

Permission notes need to be returned to
teachers ASAP so that all the information can

be collated, no notes can be accepted after
February 28th. Any questions or problems

should be directed to the library on Wednes-
days or through classroom teachers by letter.

FEBRUARY 10.00-12.00 | 12.00- 2.00 10.00-2.00
Monday 16th [J. Waldon |D McKenzie

Tuesday  17th |M. Clark A. Dimery

Wednesday 18th F Belleville
Thursday 19th |S. King T. Vandenham

Friday 20th | K. Daly L. Turco J. Knott

UNIFORM SHOP

NEW TIME FOR 2009
Tuesday Afternoons
3.35pmd 4.00pm

Thanks Erin Stewart

DO YOU DRIVE YOUR CHILD TO SCHOOL?

DO YOU LIVE MORE THAN 4.8KM FROM YOUR
NEAREST SCHOOL OR BUS STOP?

IF SO, YOU MAY BE ELIGIBLE TO CLAIM FOR

A CONVEYANCE ALLOWANCE?

To be eligible to receive a conveyance allowance, a student
must:

* be aged between 5 years, by the 30w April, and 21

years

* live more than 4.8 km by the shortest route from the
nearest school.

* Be enrolled at the nearest government primary or
secondary school.

Application forms are available at the office. Please contact
Gillian Collins for further information on 9740 8666.

As we commence the school year, it is an appropriate time to
reflect upon our school mission and set individual and collective
goals. Our school vision and school motto provide the school
with a strong sense of purpose. They are as follows:

SCHOOL VISION

In the safe, caring and stimulating environment of Sunbury West
Primary School, each child is given the opportunity and encour-

agement to strive towards his/her maximum potential as a confi-
dent individual and a responsible member of society.

SCHOOL MOTTO
Together we learn.
Together we grow.

BOOKCLUB Issuel closes on
~ Monday 16th February. -
No Late Orders can

be accepted. %

" Please place your child’s order with the **
- money in a sealed envelope with their
* name, grade and bookclub written on
"’ the outside of the envelope.

2 Thanks Yo
“* Mrs Lardner ¥

SCHOOL PROMISE

Our school promise provides direction for all members of our
school community — students, staff and parents. It is recited
every assembly. It is as follows:

I promise to try my best and help others do the same
Be honest, fair and respect the rights and
feelings of everyone
Strive to make our school, Australia
and the world a better place
Together we learn.

Together we grow.


http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc/books/default.htm
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc/books/default.htm
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/prc/books/default.htm

STUDENT OF THE WEEK TERM1 2009 WEEK 1

PREP DA

Madisen Zammit
Jamie Davis

For a wonderful start to school life.

PREP CD | Zachary Ploog For a fantastic start to life at school.
1RS Whole Grade For a fantastic start in grade one.
1MJ Whole Grade For a wonderful week.
12WT Zac Wight For helping to keep our room clean and tidy.
2JC Isabella Pereira Welcome to Sunbury West.
2LM Kelsey Drill For being a caring class member.
3RH Whole Grade Learning about each other and getting along so well.
3DE Whole Grade For a fantastic start to 2009.
3/4NS Abbey Jackson For setting a wonderful standard in the school and finishing their Premiers
Hayley Martine Home Reading Challenge.
4DT Whole Grade Learning about each other and getting along so well with each other.
4PL Whole Grade For their positive and enthusiastic start to the year.
SLA Rhyanen Dunn For their outstanding contribution to class discussions and their positive
Kyle McEwan approach to their learning.
SRN Gemma Whiting For a great first week at Sunbury West Primary School—Welcome
5DB Corey Tschuck For doing a fabulous job.
6WD
6BP Sarah Lampard For a great start to grade 6 and by demonstrating diligent work
habits.
6SM Ben Maino Excellent effort with our class fitness activity.
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CLEAN UP SCHOOL DAY
Friday, February the 27

th 20009.
JOBS TO BE DONE

Remove all litter

Remove all branches and sticks

Sweep up leaves

Sweep up bark

Remove weeds

Possible planting in some areas

Cleaning of covered areas

Cleaning of portable classroom entrances

# This day will provide an opportunity for teamwork and will promote environmental awareness and a

s e

sense of pride and ownership in our school.

We would really like parents to be involved too. If you are available and can spare an hour we would love to see you on the day.
You could also help us by bringing along your own protective gloves, small gardening tools, buckets, brooms etc. Any dona-

tions of drought tolerant plants or cuttings, to beautify our garden beds, would be greatly appreciated also.
4 We are looking forward to a really productive and successful day. I hope to see you there. More information will be sent

4 home closer to the day.

* Thank you in anticipation,

¥ 3 Robyn Norris.

Environment Coordinator.
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